THE UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF THE ISLE OF MAN

UN Day Address 24th October 2019
This year the UN Association of the Isle of Man (UNAIOM) will celebrate UN Day by having as their speaker Sir
Richard Jolly KCMG., who will address the invited audience on the subject “The U.N. today: Myths, Realities,
Achievements and Challenges”
From 1996-2000, Sir Richard was the Special Adviser to the Administrator of UNDP and Principal Coordinator of the
widely acclaimed Human Development Report, overseeing reports on a human development approach to growth,
poverty, consumption, globalization and human rights.
Chris Thomas, UNAIOM Chairman, said “We are very grateful that Sir Richard accepted our invitation to speak to us
and with his vast amount of knowledge. His presentation will give members and guests a true insight into the United
Nations.”

The Address will be held at the
Barrool
Suite,
Legislative
Buildings commencing at 18.30.
Hosted by the UNAIOM, the
event is open to all. There is no
charge for members of the
Association; any non-members
can attend for the fee of £10
which will also give them a
reduced membership fee for a
year.
The patron of UNAIOM is His Excellency Sir
Richard Gozney. The Association holds a
number of events throughout the year
both community based as well as
educational talks. Please visit the website
for more information.

Website : https://unaiom.org
Twitter/Instagram: @unaiomorg

Notes for Editors
UN Day
UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. With the
ratification of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, including the five
permanent members of the Security Council, the United Nations officially came into being.
24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948.

Sir Richard Jolly KCMG
Sir Richard Jolly is Honorary Professor and Research Associate of the
Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex. He was the
second Director of IDS from 1972-81 and then from 1982-95 Deputy
Executive Director for Programmes of UNICEF, with the rank of UN
Assistant Secretary General.
From 1996-2000, he was the Special Adviser to the Administrator of
UNDP and Principal Coordinator of the widely acclaimed Human
Development Report, overseeing reports on a human development
approach to growth, poverty, consumption, globalization and human
rights.
After this, he became co-director of the UN Intellectual History Project based at City University, New York,
which led to a 16 volume history of the UN’s contributions to economic and social development since 1945.
Richard was the senior author of the summary volume, UN Ideas That Changed the World. Summaries of
all the volumes can be found on www.unhistory.org and a CD-ROM is available with the full transcripts of
the 79 interviews with four Secretary Generals and others who have made major contributions to the UN.
Richard Jolly has served on the Council of the Overseas Development Institute and from 2001-6 was a
Trustee of OXFAM and Chairman of the UN Association of the United Kingdom. He was made a Knight
of the Order of St. Michael and St George in the New Year’s and knighted by the Queen in 2001 for his
contributions to international development.
In UNICEF, Richard Jolly had responsibilities for UNICEF’s programmes in over 130 countries of the
world, including UNICEF’s strategy for support to countries in reducing child mortality and implementing
the goals agreed at the 1990 World Summit for Children. In UNICEF, he also led the agency’s efforts to
ensure more attention to the needs of children and women in the making of economic adjustment policies
and co-authored the book Adjustment with a Human Face.
As a senior UN official, Richard Jolly was also closely involved with reform and collaboration among the
operational agencies. From 1996 to 2000 he chaired the system-wide UN Sub-Committee on Nutrition
(SCN) and from 1997-2004 the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), both of
which prepared major reports setting out global goals and strategies for reducing malnutrition and ensuring
access to hygiene, sanitation and water on a world-wide basis.
On a lighter note, in 1959, Richard Jolly was secretary of the British Alpine Hannibal Expedition, which
investigated Hannibal’s route across the Alps with the aid of Jumbo, a 1.5 ton elephant. This raised money
for the UN’s World Refugee Year and led to Richard’s first published article “Hannibal’s route across the
Alps: results of an empirical test”. There have been two anniversary crossings in 2009 and 2014, though
each without an elephant.

